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was again taken so ill that in July he had to go ashore,
on Monk devolved the anxious task of keeping the two
consummate Dutch seamen from uniting.

By the end of the month the enemy were ready for
sea and Monk was rigorously blockading De "Witt at
TexeL Early on the 28th a heavy south-westerly gale
compelled him to stand out to sea and beat against it all
day. At daylight next morning, having recovered suffi-
cient sea-room to be out of danger, he stood away to the
south under easy sail, to intercept Tromp whom he
expected out. True enough all the previous day the
Dutchman had been stealing up the coast to feel for De
Witt. About noon on the 29th the two fleets sighted
each other. At the same moment the wind shifted to
north-north-west and gave Monk the weather-gauge.

Tromp immediately went about. Having lost the
wind all he cared to do was to try and draw the English
off the Texel. Monk crowded all sail in pursuit, and
managed late in the evening to force his enemy into a
desultory engagement off Egmont, to which darkness
quickly put an end.

All night in thick and heavy weather the chase con-
tinued to the southward, but Tromp was too clever for
the soldier. In the darkness he doubled back north-
north-east, and thus not only recovered the weather-gauge,
but in the afternoon managed to join with De Witt, who
had slipped out of the Texel as soon as Monk's back was
turned.

During the whole of the 30th a tremendous gale was
blowing dead on shore. Both fleets attempted to engage,
but each time were prevented by the heavy weather.'
In the morning it cleared. Monk found himself close to Texel was De Witt; and as Blake agreed that all the three divi-
